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Power outage
closes IC buildings

Five buildings on the
Ithaca College campus
were closed Wednesday
afternoon as officials
said a power cable
problem would not be
fixed until the evening
at the earliest. 

The power outage
struck Williams Hall,
Muller Chapel, Whalen
Center, Gannett Center,
including the college
library, as well as 
Egbert Hall, Phillips
Hall, and the Phillips
Hall Annex in Campus
Center.

The problems were
first reported shortly
after 9:30 a.m., and the
college canceled all
classes and activities
scheduled in the affect-
ed buildings. 

The loss of power
left students and school
officials scrambling for
dining options on cam-
pus, as the Campus
Center Dining Hall,
food court, Sandella’s
Café, Grand Central
and the Library Café
were all closed. Dining
options at Terrace Din-
ing Hall and Towers
Dining Hall, as well as a
sandwich shop, were
available, according to
the college.

Prank locks down
T-burg school

The Trumansburg
Central School District
locked down the district
Wednesday after a
threat that the district
believes was a senior
hoax.

The school district
announced a “Lock Out”
after receiving a state-
ment that could be 
interpreted as a threat,
according to school
officials. The lockout
was done as a precau-
tion, according to the
school website. The
announcement stated,
“At this point, we do not
believe there is a threat
and no students’ health,
safety or welfare is or
has been in jeopardy.”

Crossword event
set for Saturday

Tompkins Learning
Partners of Ithaca is
planning the third annu-
al Finger Lakes Cross-
word Competition
scheduled from 2 to
5:30 p.m. Saturday in
the Boynton Middle
School Cafeteria. 

For more informa-
tion, to register your-
self or a team and to
select your puzzle’s
level of difficulty, visit
TLPartners.org or call
(607) 277-6442. All pro-
ceeds will support
Tompkins Learning
Partner’s adult and
incarcerated youth
literacy programs.

BRIEFS

FOR CORRECTIONS
The Journal attempts to
correct errors in its news
columns. To report a need
for a correction or clar-
ification, call 274-9261
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m.

N.Y. lottery: (518) 388-3300
www.nylottery.org

N.Y. Daily (day): 5-7-4
N.Y. Win 4 (day): 3-9-7-9
N.Y. Daily (night): 5-8-7
N.Y. Win 4 (night): 1-0-6-2
N.Y. Pick 10 (Tuesday): 3-6-
15-16-20-24-26-27-29-30-41-
42-44-51-56-57-59-63-69-71
Mega Millions (Tuesday):
9-11-42-44-50

Mega Ball: 3
N.Y. Take 5 (Tuesday): 2-6-
24-32-39

See Friday's editions for
Take 5, N.Y. Lotto and 
Powerball results.

L O T T E R I E S

ITHACA — A stranger
walked into Julianna
Illes’ store Wednesday
afternoon and told her to
hand over all her money
or else he was going to
kill her.

That brazen daytime
robbery of the State
Smoke Shop left Illes
shook up and no money

left in the antique regis-
ter set in front of a wall of
cigarettes and tobacco
products. 

Illes said she had to
borrow $20 from the
neighboring Medusa Tat-
too parlor to make
change for the remain-
der of the day.

“He was young; he was
fast,” said Illes, petite
and flustered, in her West
State Street shop one

block from the Com-
mons. She said he en-
tered the store and 
demanded the money 
before she had time to 
react. 

He didn’t have a weap-
on, but she worried that
he might come back and
harm her, she said as she
installed a roll of receipt
paper into the register in
preparation for the rest
of the day’s business.

An emergency call
around 3:40 p.m. 
described a 6-foot white
man wearing a gray 
hoodie underneath a jean
jacket leaving on foot
from the smoke shop. He
was described as having
a slim build and no facial
hair.

Police officers could
be seen speaking with the
shop owner around 4 p.m.
as two police SUVs
parked in the street, and
a cruiser parked nearby.

Robbery leaves store owner shaken
Man empties register at State Smoke Shop in Ithaca
MATTHEW HAYES
MHAYES@ITHACAJOURNAL.COM

ALBANY — A majority
of the state legislature
signed onto a letter
Wednesday urging Gov.
Andrew Cuomo and legis-
lative leaders to increase
funding for local roads
and bridges.

The coalition of law-
makers, highway super-
intendents and local gov-
ernment leaders rallied
at the state Capitol on

Wednesday to call on Cuo-
mo to add $200 million to
the Consolidated High-
way Improvement Pro-
gram, known as CHIPS,
that provides state aid to
repair local infrastruc-
ture.

The group said the
money would restore 
$40 million in winter 
recovery funds that were
removed from this year’s
state budget and provide
an additional $160 million
to fix roads and bridges in

communities. The coali-
tion also called for a five-
year, $500 million com-
mitment ($100 million per
year) for another local
program to help repair
roads and bridges.

If included in the bud-
get for the fiscal year that
starts April 1, the funding
increase would bring the
program’s total state aid
to $638 million.

“We can’t just fix the
interstates and the state’s
highways. We need to get

that vital infrastructure
of our local roads to get
from the interstate and
state highways and to 
local businesses, hospi-
tals and schools,” said
Sen. Tom O’Mara, R-Big
Flats.

The request comes as
upstate business leaders
on Tuesday called on Cuo-
mo to take a proposed
competitive fund of 
$1.5 billion and increase it
to $2.5 billion. Cuomo’s
plan would give up to 

$500 million to three 
regions of upstate out of
seven areas that would
compete.

Cuomo said Wednes-
day he’s open to the 
upstate business leaders’
request, and he pointed to
the state Senate to add 
another $1 billion to the
program.

“If they can get the
Senate to put in more
money, I’m 100 percent 

N.Y. lawmakers urge Cuomo 
to raise aid for roads, bridges
DENISE NICKERSON
ALBANY BUREAU

See ROADS, Page 4A

ITHACA — A debate
over natural gas preced-
ed the 8-2 vote that 
approved the 2015 Tomp-
kins County Compre-
hensive Plan on Tuesday.

County Legislators
Mike Sigler, R-Lansing,
and Dave McKenna, 
R-Newfield and Enfield,
voted against the plan.
Legislators Glenn 
Morey, R-Groton, Leslyn
McBean-Clairborne, D-
Ithaca, Kathy Luz Her-
rera, D-Ithaca, and Jim
Dennis, D-Ithaca, were
absent.

Sigler said he
couldn’t support the plan
because it focused too
much on the City of Itha-
ca, especially regarding
natural gas infrastruc-
ture. 

“I’m getting feedback
from people in my town
who are saying, ‘It’s
wonderful that the City
of Ithaca people pay a
third for natural gas to
heat their homes, and
I’m paying a lot more to
heat my home because I
can’t get natural gas 
because your county
legislature is against 
increasing natural gas
infrastructure,’” Sigler
said. 

Several lawmakers
who supported the 
comprehensive plan 
attempted to change 
Sigler’s mind. 

Dooley Kiefer, 
D-Cayuga Heights, said
she heard Sigler say that
other parts of the plan
were positive for the
county.

“To the extent that it’s
good for the county, I
wish that you would vote
for it because it’s the
plan for the whole coun-
ty,” she said. 

The plan seeks to 
address sustainability,
regional cooperation
and fiscal responsibility,
according to a county
news release.

According to the plan,
Tompkins is looking for
rural areas that provide
products and jobs, sub-
urban areas with limited
new development, and
urban areas with 
increasing population
and redevelopment pro-
jects that provide hous-
ing choices and locations
for businesses to start
and grow.

The document calls
for dramatic green-
house gas emission re-
ductions throughout the
county.

The plan is available
at tompkinscountyny.
gov/compplan.

Follow Andrew Casler
on Twitter
@AndrewCasler.

Debate
precedes
gas plan
approval
ANDREW CASLER
ACASLER@ITHACAJOURNAL.COM

ITHACA — A documentary
chronicling the work of a Republi-
can politician from Ithaca who
helped decriminalize abortion in
New York state in 1970 can be seen
in Ithaca this March and April.

Constance Cook, a Republican
assemblywoman representing the
128th district of Tompkins, Yates
and Seneca counties, was a pioneer
for women in politics during her
10-year career in the male-
dominated New York Assembly.
One of her most lasting impacts
was her work in 1970 that opened
up legal access to abortion a full
three years before the Roe v. Wade
decision by the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Created through archival foot-
age and interviews with family,
friends and colleagues, the film

documents the life of a pilot, corpo-
rate lawyer, politician and gender-
barrier-shattering university 
administrator. Cook was the first
woman to serve as a vice president
at Cornell University, leading land
grant affairs from 1974 to 1980.

Known to many as Connie, she
was at the forefront of many of the
changes that have taken place in
American life over the past dec-
ades, according to film creator Sue
Perlgut, of Ithaca.

Cook died in 2009.
A sneak preview of the film

created by Perlgut and Nils Hoo-
ver will be held March 18 as part of
a benefit to aid the documentary
and Planned Parenthood of the
Southern Finger Lakes. Tickets for
the 7 p.m. showing at Cinemapolis
cost $10 and can be purchased at
the door or online at
cinemapolis.org.

In April, the film will be shown
as part of the annual Finger Lakes
Environmental Film Festival. The
documentary will be shown at 
7 p.m. April 12 at Cinemapolis dur-
ing the festival.

Film features area
women’s pioneer

FILE PHOTO
Sue Perlgut takes members of the Senior Citizen Troupe of Lifelong through a play rehearsal at the seniors’ center in
downtown Ithaca.

Preview March 18
at Cinemapolis
MATTHEW HAYES
MHAYES@ITHACAJOURNAL.COM


